Signs Of The Times: The Last Days
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Eschatology: The Study of the Last Days
In recent years the media has been full of talk about THE END TIMES and THE END OF THE WORLD.
Words and phrases like Apocalypse, The Doomsday Scenario, Armageddon, and Judgement Day have
become popular themes for books and films about how and when the world may end.

A Prophetic Vision Of The Day Of The Lord
In many cases such stories are based more or less loosely on passages from the Bible, such as DANIEL
Chapters 10-12 which contain a prophetic outline of events in the final days leading up to THE DAY OF
THE LORD, or The Parousia (Christ's Second Coming), when God's promised Messiah will appear to bring in
God's kingdom-rule finally on earth and deal with satan and his forces once and for all time.
The diagram below is an outline of events, based on a Pre-Millenial Post-Rapture interpretation of Daniel's
prophecy. (For more on this click on PRE-MILLENIALISM.)

The Tribulation: Seven Years Of Terrible Turmoil
God gave the Prophet Daniel a series of visions concerning the end times. DANIEL 11:36-12:13 mentions
two periods of 1260 days (3 and 1/2 years) within a seven year period called THE TRIBULATION.
It is a time of great turmoil and distress, during which The False Prophet and The False Messiah attempt to
prevent God from bringing in his kingdom-rule on earth.
The table below outlines the events that will occur during these two periods according to Daniel's
prophecy.

The Tribulation: 2nd
Half 1260 days

The Tribulation: 1st
Half 1260 days

• Formation of Kingdom of
Europe
Rise of The Beast/Anti• Christ: his mark 666

•

Sealing of Israel's Elect for
protection from The Tribulation

•

The Beast/Anti-Christ breaks his
Seven Year Pact with Israel

•

The Beast enters The Temple as God

•

Image of The Beast set up in The
Temple & worship of it enforced
["The Abomination of Desolation"]

• Rise of The False Prophet
•

Seven Year Pact between
The Beast & Israel

The Temple Rebuilt &
• Temple sacrifices are
restored
•

The formation of The
Apostate World Church

••

False prophet orders everyone to
be branded with the Mark of the
Beast [666]: no buying or selling
possible without it

••

God's Two Witnesses appear Moses & Elijah

••

The "Everlasting Gospel" is preached
to the world with the promise of
blessing to the faithful & a solemn
warning to all who worship The Beast

•

Seven Trumpets & Seven Plagues
heralding The Day of Judgement

["The Great Whore"]

••

The Battle of Armageddon: starts with
invasion of Israel & the Sixth Plague

Telling The True From The False Messiah
As the end times approach it is increasingly important to be able to discern the difference between the
True & the False Messiah.
The table below highlights several distinguishing features between them.
THE TRUE MESSIAH
The LORD Jesus Christ

THE FALSE MESSIAH
The Anti-Christ

SUDDEN APPEARANCE OF CHRIST
like a thief in the night for all to see
on the Mount of Olives preceded
by Moses & Elijah who are killed:
Christ will kill the False Prophet &
Anti-Christ by a word of his mouth

CHARISMATIC WORLD LEADER
preceded by the False Prophet
appears in The Temple, Jerusalem
& sets himself up to be worshipped;
he will appear as world peacemaker

NATURAL DISASTERS
eg earthquakes; tsunamis
WARS & RUMOURS OF WARS
Nations will threaten
war against Israel
STRANGE SIGNS IN THE HEAVENS
INCREASE IN TRAVEL &
INFORMATION
IDOLATRY, WITCHCRAFT, SORCERY
& PAGANISM,
SEXUAL IMMORALIITY
LAWLESSNESS

SUPERNATURAL FORCES ENSURE
Israel finally victorious

TREATY WITH ISRAEL
after 3 and 1/2 years
THE MARK OF THE BEAST
to be stamped on everyone;
those who refuse will be killed
THE BEAST DEMANDS
WORSHIP FROM ALL
all who refuse will be killed
ONE WORLD CURRENCY
ONE WORLD GOVERNMENT
ONE WORLD RELIGION

ALL OUT WAR vs ISRAEL
The Battle of Armageddon

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES
by Dr David R Reagan adapted Source: http://christinprophecy.org/articles/50-reasons/

SIGNS IN NATURE

"...and there will be great earthquakes, and in various places plagues and famines; and there
will be terrors and great signs from heaven." (Luke 21:11)
Jesus said the signs would be like "birth pangs" (Matthew 24:8). That means they will
increase in frequency and intensity the closer we get to the Lord's return. In other words,
there will be more frequent natural disasters and more intense ones.
And that is exactly what has been happening. For example, between October of 1991 and
November of 2004 — a period of 13 years — the United States experienced:
•
•
•
•

9 of the 10 largest insurance natural disasters in history.
9 of the 10 greatest disasters as ranked by FEMA relief costs.
5 of its costliest hurricanes in history.
3 of its 4 largest tornado swarms in history.

These statistics were compiled before the Hurricane Katrina disaster in August of 2005 or
the worldwide financial crash of 2008!

SIGNS IN SOCIETY

"Realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For men will be lovers of self,
lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful,
irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous,
reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God..." (2 Timothy 3:1-4)
This passage sounds like a typical evening newscast today! Notice the three things it says
people will love in the end times: self, money, and pleasure.
The love of self is HUMANISM — the belief that Man can accomplish anything on his own.
The love of money is MATERIALISM. When Humanism is your religion, your god will always
be money. The love of pleasure is HEDONISM, the lifestyle that is always produced by
Humanism and Materialism.
But God cannot be mocked (Galatians 6:7). He therefore sees to it that when people
choose Humanism, Materialism, and Hedonism, the payoff is always NIHILISM — which
is a fancy philosophical word for despair.
Our world is wallowing in despair today? We live in a society plagued by abortion,
alcoholism, blasphemy, child molestation, domestic violence, drug abuse, gambling,
homosexuality, lesbianism, murder, pornography, rape, ritual abuse, Satanism, the occult,
and witchcraft.

Like the days of the Judges in the Old Testament, people are doing what is right in their own
eyes, deliberately crashing all moral boundaries of behaviour, and desecrating everything
sacred with the result that people are calling evil good and good evil (Isaiah 5:20).

SPIRITUAL SIGNS

"The time will come when they [professing Christians] will not endure sound doctrine, but
wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in
accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn
aside to myths." 2 Timothy 4:3-4:
Some of the negative spiritual signs that are specifically prophesied include the following:
false Christs/Messiahs, cults, heresies, apostasy, scepticism, deception, occultism, and
persecution.
The one that Jesus mentioned most frequently was false Christs/Messiahs and their cultic
groups (Matthew 24:5, 11, 24). And in fulfilment of these prophecies, there has been an
explosion of cults since 1850.
We are told that there will be some very positive spiritual signs in the end times. The most
important one that is prophesied in many places is a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Joel
2:28-29). This outpouring began at the dawn of the 20th Century, and proved to be one of
the greatest spiritual surprises — and blessings — of the century. When that century began,
the prevailing viewpoint among both Catholics and Protestants regarding the Holy Spirit was
Cessationism or Dispensational-ism. This view held that the gifts of the Spirit ceased when
the last Apostle died and that the Holy Spirit had retired in the First Century.
A small Bible college in Topeka, Kansas saw a move of the Spirit in 1901. Three years later in
1904, a similar Holy Spirit revival swept Wales and began to spread worldwide. Then, in
1906, the Spirit fell with great power on a humble Black preacher in Los Angeles named
William J. Seymour. The Azusa Street Revival, as it came to be called, continued for four
years and gave birth to the Pentecostal Movement.
The Bible prophesies two great outpourings of the Spirit and symbolically pictures them as
the "early and latter rains" (Joel 2:23), based on the two rainy seasons of Israel. The early
rain occurred at Pentecost in the First Century when the Church was established. The latter
rain was prophesied to occur after the Jewish people had been re-established in their
homeland (Joel 2:18-26).
The latter rain began with the Pentecostal Movement, just as God began to regather the
Jews to their homeland under the visionary leadership of Theodore Herzl. But the rain did
not become a downpour until after the re-establishment of the state of Israel in May of
1948, just as prophesied by Joel.

First came the anointing of Billy Graham's ministry in 1949, followed by the Charismatic
Movement of the 1960's. Today, most of Christianity, whether Pentecostal, Charismatic, or
Traditional, fully recognizes that the ministry of the Holy Spirit is alive and well in Spirit-led
worship, the continuing validity of spiritual gifts, the reality of spiritual warfare, and the
importance of a Spirit-filled life in winning that warfare.
In addition to the rediscovery of the Holy Spirit, there are other positive spiritual
prophecies being fulfilled today — like the preaching of the Gospel worldwide (Matthew
24:14), the revival of Davidic praise worship (Amos 9:11) and the emergence of Messianic
Judaism (Romans 9:27).
Another remarkable positive sign is the understanding of Bible prophecy. The Hebrew
prophets often did not understand the end time prophecies that the Lord gave to them. A
good example can be found in Daniel 12:8-9, where the prophet complains to the Lord that
he does not understand the prophecies that have been entrusted to him. The Lord's
response was, "Don't worry about it. Just write the prophecies. They have been sealed up
until the end times."
In other words, the Bible teaches that many of the end time prophecies will not be
understood until the time comes for them to be fulfilled. And that is exactly what has
been happening in the past 100 years. Historical developments and scientific inventions
are now making it possible for us to understand end time prophecies that have never
been understood before.
For example. All of end time prophecy revolves around the nation of Israel. But how could
those prophecies be understood as long as Israel did not exist and there was no prospect
that the nation would ever exist again? This is why Hal Lindsey's book, The Late Great Planet
Earth, became such a phenomenal bestseller in the 1970's. For the first time it explained the
events prophesied in the book of Revelation in natural terms that people could easily
understand.

SIGNS OF WORLD POLITICS

"You will hear of wars and rumours of wars... for nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom..." (Matthew 24:6-7)

The Bible prophesies a very specific end time configuration of world politics.
 Israel is pictured as being re-established (Ezekiel 37:21-22)
 surrounded by hostile Arab neighbors intent on its destruction (Ezekiel 35:1 - 36:7).
This has been the situation in the Middle East since the Israeli Declaration of Independence
in May of 1948.
Daniel prophesied that the Roman Empire would be revived (Daniel 2:36-41), something
many men — like Charlemagne, Napoleon, and Hitler — tried to do through force. But the
prophecy had to await God's timing for its fulfilment, and that came after World War II, with
the formation of the European Common Market, that has since morphed into the
superpower called the European Union.

The Bible pictures a great power located in the land of Magog in the "remote parts of the
north." This nation will menace Israel in the end times and will ultimately lead an invasion of
Israel together with specified allies, all of which are modern day Muslim states (Ezekiel 38:1
- 39:16). Russia with all its Muslim republics and its Muslim allies fits this description
precisely.
All the nations of the world are prophesied to come together against Israel in the end times
over the issue of the control of Jerusalem (Zech. 12:2-3) — a prophecy being fulfilled today.
The magnitude of warfare in the 20th Century is another fulfilment of end time prophecy
related to world politics. The 20th Century was one of unparalleled war. Like birth pangs,
the frequency and intensity of war increased exponentially. It is now estimated that more
people died in wars during the 20th Century than in all the previous wars throughout all of
recorded human history.

SIGNS OF TECHNOLOGY

"Men will faint from fear over the expectation of the things which are coming upon the
world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken." (Luke 21:26)
The development of nuclear weapons seems to be foreshadowed by this prophecy in Luke
21, which speaks of people "fainting from fear" due to the "powers of the heavens being
shaken." The incredible carnage of the Seal and Trumpet Judgments portrayed in chapters 6
and 8 in the book of Revelation indicates that the Antichrist will conquer the world through
the use of nuclear weapons. We are told that one-third of the earth will be burned and that
one-half of humanity will be killed. Further evidence that this is a nuclear holocaust is found
in Revelation 16 where we are told that at the end of the Tribulation the survivors will be
covered with sores that will not heal (Revelation 16:11).
There are many end time prophecies that simply cannot be understood apart from modern
techno-logical developments. Consider the prophecy in Revelation 11 about the two
witnesses, who will call the world to repentance during the first half of the Tribulation.
When they are killed by the Antichrist, we are told that their bodies will lie in the streets of
Jerusalem for three and a half days, and the whole world will look upon them (Revelation
11:9). How could anyone understand such a prophecy before the development of satellite
television in the 1960's?
Likewise, how could the Antichrist control all buying and selling worldwide (Revelation 13)
without the aid of computer technology? Recently, several companies around the world
have developed RFID (Radio-Frequency IDentification) microchips for their employees to
access their offices, computers and other devices, even bank accounts. These have been
referred to in the press as a pre-cursor to the Mark of the Beast on the hand or forehead,
as mentioned in Revelation 13:16. How could the False Prophet create the illusion of giving
life to a statue (Revelation 13) without the technology of holograms, virtual reality, and
robotics? How could an army of 200 million come out of the Far East (Revelation 9) before
the population explosion that was produced by modern medical technology? How could
the Gospel be proclaimed to all the world
(Matthew 24) before the invention of motion pictures, radio, television, and the Internet?

THE SIGNS OF ISRAEL

"And it shall come about in that day that I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the
peoples; all who lift it will be severely injured. And all the nations of the earth will be
gathered against it." (Zechariah 12:3)
The signs that relate to Israel are the most important of all because the Jews are God's
prophetic time clock. The Scriptures often tie a prophesied future event with something
that will happen to the Jews. We are told to watch the Jews, and when the prophesied
event concerning them occurs, we can be sure that the other prophesied event will also
occur.
An example can be found in Luke 21:24 where Jesus prophesied that the Jews would be
dispersed from Jerusalem and be led captive among the nations. But then He added that
one day they would return to re-occupy Jerusalem, and when this happens, the end time
events will occur that will lead to His return.
There are many prophecies concerning the Jews in the end times, many of which began to
be fulfilled in the 20th Century, but there are four key ones.
(1) Their worldwide regathering in unbelief (Isaiah 11:11-12). In 1900 there were only
40,000 Jews in Palestine. By the end of World War II that number had risen to 800,000.
Today, there are more than 5.7 million who have come from all over the world. Very
soon there will be as many Jews in Israel as died in the Holocaust. The prophet Jeremiah
says twice that when history is completed, the Jewish people will look back and
conclude that their worldwide regathering was a greater miracle than their deliverance
from Egyptian captivity (Jeremiah 16:14-15 and 23:7-8). We are truly living in
momentous times!
(2) The re-establishment of their state which occurred on May 14, 1948 (Isaiah 66:7-8).
(3) The re-occupation of Jerusalem which occurred on June 7, 1967 during the miraculous
Six Day War (Zechariah 8:4-8).
(4) We are witnessing its fulfilment today — The re-focusing of world political attention
upon the nation of Israel (Zechariah 12:2-3).
All the nations of the world, including the United States, are coming against Israel
over the issue of the control of the nation's capital — the City of Jerusalem.
* The Vatican wants the city put under its control.
* The United Nations wants it to be internationalized.
* The European Union is demanding it be divided between the Arabs and the Jews.
* The Arabs want all of it.

SUMMARY
Six different categories of signs, each category containing many prophecies concerning the
end times, all of which are being fulfilled before our very eyes. Below is a list of 50 specific
prophecies.
1) Increasing instability of nature. (Matthew 24:7 & Luke 21:11)
2) Increasing lawlessness and violence. (Matthew 24:12)
3) Increasing immorality. (Matthew 24:37)
4) Increasing materialism. (2 Timothy 3:2)
5) Increasing Hedonism. (2 Timothy 3:4)
6) Increasing influence of Humanism. (2 Timothy 3:2)
7) Depraved entertainment. (2 Timothy 3:4)
8) Calling evil good and good evil. (2 Timothy 3:3 & Isaiah 5:20)
9) Increasing use of drugs. (2 Timothy 3:3)
10) Increasing blasphemy. (2 Timothy 3:2)
11) Increasing paganism. (2 Timothy 3:1-4)
12) Increasing despair. (2 Timothy 3:1)
13) Signs in the heavens. (Luke 21:11,25)
14) Increasing knowledge. (Daniel 12:4)
15) Increasing travel. (Daniel 12:4)
16) The explosion of cults. (Matthew 24:11)
17) The proliferation of false Christs/Messiahs (Matthew 24:5)
18) Increasing apostasy in the Church. (2 Timothy 4:3-5)
19) Increasing attacks on Jesus. (Romans 1:18-19)
20) Increasing attacks on the Bible. (Romans 1:18-19)
21) Increasing persecution of Christians. (Matthew 24:9)

22) Increasing occultism. (1 Timothy 4:1)
23) Wars and rumours of wars. (Matthew 24:6)
24) Weapons of mass destruction. (Luke 21:26)
25) Increasing famines. (Luke 21:11)
26) Increasing pestilence. (Luke 21:11)
27) Computer technology. (Revelation 13:7)
28) Television. (Revelation 11:8-9)
29) Satellite technology. (Revelation 11:8-9)
30) Virtual reality. (Revelation 13:14-15)
31) Unification of Europe. (Daniel 2 & 7)
32) Far Eastern military powers. (Revelation 9:16 & 16:12)
33) Movement toward world government. (Daniel 7:23-26)
34) Regathering of the Jews. (Isaiah 11:10-12)
35) Re-establishment of Israel. (Isaiah 66:7-8)
36) Reclamation of the land of Israel. (Ezekiel 36:34-35)
37) Revival of Biblical Hebrew. (Zephaniah 3:9; Jeremiah 31:23)
38) Re-occupation of Jerusalem. (Luke 21:24)
39) Resurgence of the Israeli military. (Zechariah 12:6)
40) Re-focusing of world politics on Israel. (Zechariah 12:3)
41) Russian threat to Israel. (Ezekiel 38 and 39)
42) Arab threat to Israel. (Ezekiel 35 and 36)
43) Denial of the Second Coming. (2 Peter 3:3-4)
44) Denial of creation by God. (Romans 1:18-22)
45) Outpouring of the Holy Spirit. (Joel 2:28-29)

46) Translation of the Bible into many languages. (Matthew 24:14)
47) Preaching of the Gospel worldwide. (Matthew 24:14)
48) The revival of Messianic Judaism. (Romans 9:27)
49) The revival of Davidic praise worship. (Amos 9:11)
50) The understanding of Bible prophecy. (Daniel 12:8-9)
This list could be greatly expanded, but the 50 examples above should be sufficient to show
that we are living in the season of the Lord's return.
The Bible clearly teaches that God never pours out His wrath without warning for He is a just
and loving God who does not wish that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9). That's why He has
provided so many signs to alert us to the fact that we are living on the threshold of the
Tribulation.

THE POINT
The bottom line message of the signs is that we are living on borrowed time.
The crucial question for every human being is
Q Are you ready for the return of Jesus Christ as the Messiah/Saviour?
Q Will He come as your LORD and Saviour who guarantees eternal life in heaven?
or Will He be your Holy Terror of a Christless eternity spent in Hell?

